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PA Corner

cc Paul Anderson

There was a lot of anticipation in the air a
couple of weeks before the Cowboy
Cadillac drawing. Many people will agree
this year wasn’t a typical year when it
came to selling tickets. You may also
agree tickets were sent out a bit later this
year which may have delayed many clubs
and caused them to start ticket sales later
than usual. But, never under estimate the
power of one Lion combined with the
power of a group of Lions. This may not
be our best year ever as far as ticket sales
but as usual Oklahoma Lions did an amaz-
ing job. When some individuals were
becoming discouraged or concerned about
ticket sales, it only made other Lions work
that much harder. At the time of this
newspaper, the spreadsheets are still being
systematically checked for accuracy but
we are excited to share these updates. The
total amount of ticket sales this year was
$76,547 (Cowboy Cadillac expenses will
have to be deducted from this total).

Top Seller information: (please keep in
mind we are still balancing spreadsheets.)

Clubs selling the most tickets:
1st Garber - $4,544

2nd Ponca City Noon - $3,269
3rd Guymon - $3,135

District Sales: (Don't forget we are still
balancing spreadsheets.)

1st District A - $19,563

2nd District H - $15,472

3rd District K - $ 15,018

4th District O - $11,529

5th District L - $10,072

Top Individual Ticket Sales:

1st EImo Castle, Garber-$2,650

2nd Jerry Pearce, Talihina - $978

3rd Marvin Ainsworth, OKC Westside -
$900

The grand prize "Cowboy Cadillac"
drawing was held on Saturday December
10th, in Billingsley Ford at Duncan.

Winner of the F-150 was Dresella Rogers
from Oakwood, OK. Lion Jean Beneventi
of Weatherford Lions Club sold the win-
ning ticket.

Winner of the Cruise was Vicki Breeze
from Canute, OK. Ticket was sold by
Vicki Carey from the Canute Lions Club.

Winner of the TV was Anne Pinc from
Tulsa, Ok and Geylon Pinc sold the ticket
from the Tulsa Downtown Lions Club.
Congratulations to all the winners.

Thank you to PDG Mark Gibson, PID
George Hazlebaker, DG Cloye and 1st
VDG Billy Thompson for their assistance
with the drawing as well as all the Lions
who attended the drawing. You are all
appreciated! | would also like to extend a
thank you to all of the clubs and individ-
uals who took the time to sell Cowboy
Cadillac tickets. As you can see we had a
diverse list of winners but the real
"Winners Are" the individuals whose
lives you have changed for the better for-
ever through your commitment and serv-
ice to the Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank and
the Oklahoma Lions Boys Ranch. How
amazing is that!! Again, never underesti-
mate the power of a Lion!!!

As | was cruising through Starbucks early
today just four days past Christmas Day (
and on my last possible deadline for my
article to be in this edition of the The
Oklahoma Lion), | began to wonder why
the Christmas Holidays do not engender
the same feelings for others throughout
the rest of the year. This is hardly a new
thought, but I always live with the hope
that the “Second New Testament
Commandment to “love one another”
will dissipate so quickly as we charge
through another New Year.

As | was thinking about that, the
Starbucks attendant at the window said
“Oh you can drive on through PA because
the person ahead of you paid for your cof-
fee.” | did not recognize the car ahead of
me as it pulled into traffic. It was uplifting
to receive a simple random act of kindness
from someone | did not know nor will |
likely see again. So I did what any of you

would have done. |
said “ | will pay for
the car behind me”.
They laugh and said
‘“you are the thirty-
second customer to
do that this morn-
ing.” Come to find out that our local
Starbucks saw a similar “people behavior”
this season.

Just as | am beginning to think that there
was indeed some magic elf dust that had
been sprinkled over everyone on
Christmas Day, | had a different experi-
ence. My son is on crutches and temporar-
ily recovering from knee surgery, and |
drove him to the front of a big box store in
Tulsa where he lives. As he was making
his way from my car and across the front
entrance into the store, an impatient per-
son leaned out of the car and said, “If you
don’t get a move on kid, I’m going to run
over your other

leg”. | kept wait-
ing for the woman
to laugh, but she
was serious. Go
figure!

By any definition,
this has been a piv-
otal year for
Oklahoma Lions. |
am very disap-
pointed by our
inability to arrest
the downward
trend in member-
(Contnue on page
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Franny Rodriguez Dresella Rogers (winner of Cowboy 2)
Cadillac 2011) and Kenny Harris, General Manager of
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Further Report on
”Cowboy Cadillac”

Franny Rodriguez
PDC, InteriummExicutive Director

A gross of $76,547 was accomplished
this year! After all obligations are com-
pleted the net for the project was
$48,547. We now need to start thinking
about “Cowboy Cadillac” for next year.

WHITE CANE
“White Cane” technically is not until
the month of April however, it is not
to early to start your planning. We
need all of our clubs support. Your
State Chairperson for White Cane is
Henry North, PDG.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE DO FOR
OLSF

What else can we do to help support
your OLSF (Boys Ranch and Eye
Bank)? First think about joining the
Build The Foundation Club. At this
present time we have 177 Lions Club
members participating. We have a
total 4,984 Lions members. Just think,
if each Lion only gave $5.00 per
month what this would do. This is an
easy way to give your support as this
can be done with a bank draft every
month. For more information contact
the OLSF office. We can also buy per-
sonalized license car tags. With this
we get $10.00 for each tag purchased.
We are still doing the printer car-
tridges, with HP pays the best. Are
also collecting cell phones. Again
Thank you for all that you do But
there is still so much that we can all do
to enhance our Oklahoma Lions
Service Foundation.

PA Corner (Continue from page 1)
-ship across the state. But | am encourage
by the ever increasing progress of our Eye
Bank and The Boys Ranch. We have
opportunities for new direction with the
Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation, and
I am looking forward to a more positive
direction especially with the resolve and
determination of the Foundation Board
and the selection of a new Executive
Director.

| am anticipating positive things in 2012.
One USA Today writer Craig Wilson noted
that Abe Lincoln once observed “that the
best part of the future is that it occurs one
day at atime”. Oklahoma Lions can antic-
ipate a continuum of disappointments or
opportunities depending on how we see
the drinking glass - half empty and drop-
ping, or half full and rising. | believe we
are on the rise ! | love being a part of an
organization that creates “simple random
acts of kindness” 365 days of the year
2471

Craig Wilson also quoted that well known
theologian Yogi Bear who said “the future
just ain’t what it used to be”. He may be
right, but I hope he’s wrong!

Happy New Year

Directory Updates

Kathy Hill of OKC Metro LC:
Metrokhill@arvest.com

Pat Shurley
pashurley@gmail.com

Robert McMasters:
reandlkmcmasters@sbcglobal.net

John Williams - Lawton Patriots
(President) 310 NW 14th St, Lawton
OK 73507

580-284-1085

jwillil719@aol.com

Memorials
OK Lions Service Foundation:

In honor of Louis Lackey 90th Birthday
from Chuck, Kelley, Lauren and Ryan
Lackey also Kyle and Amanda Burris.

OK Lions Service Foundation:

In memory of Marge Walker from Ed
Herber; Lion Bruce Stewart from
Atoka Lions Club; PDG Earl Buddy
Kilpatrick from PDG Russell Wright

OK Lions Irrevocable Trust:

In memory of: George McAnn from Bill
and Yolanda Middleton.

OK Lions Boys Ranch:

In memory of: Frank Curran from Bill
and Yolanda Middleton; Joy McGehee
from Bill and Yolanda Middleton,The
Burt Family Trust, Richard and Rhonda
Dugger; Lion Claudie Lott from
Northeast Lions Club; James H lvy
from Waurika Lions Club; Lion Bruce
Stewart from Tishomingo Lions Club,
Robert Love from Joe and Terry
Marschhauser; Clifford Duffy from
Tom and Chery Glazier

BUILDING THE FOUNDATION

All Oklahoma Lions serve the Lions Boys Ranch and Lions Eye Bank when you
pledge through the Building the Foundation Bank Draft Program. Your pledge
provides the Lions Foundation a way to meet the needs of our Lions State
Projects. Say YES to supporting our Projects with a

SMonthly Contribution 5SQuarterlyContribution

5Semi-Annual Contribution 5 Annual Contribution

Name Address
City/State/Zip HomePhone
Business Phone Lions Club

OLSF Fellowships are awarded to individuals who make donation at two lev-
els. Louis B. Lackey Fellowship ($250.00) Dr. Robert D.
McCullough Fellowship ($500.00)Recipients receive Pins and certificates recog-
nizing their contribution. Please make your check payable to and mail to:
Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation, 4123 NW 10th Street, Oklahoma City, OK
73107-5801.

The Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation is a non-profit corporation that serves
individuals through the Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank and Boys Ranch. Contribution
are tax deductible under 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT FOR PREAUTHOROIZED PAY-
MENTS

I hereby authorize the Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation, hereinafter called the
FOUNDATION, to initiate debit entries to my checking account indicated below
at the depository named below, hereinafter called DEPOSITORY, to debit the
same to such account.

DEPOSITORY Name (YourBank)

Branch
City State Zip
Routing# Account#

This authorization is to remain in full force and effect until the FOUNDATION
has received written notification from me of its termination in such time and in
such manner as to afford the FOUNDATION and DEPOSITORY reasonable
opportunity to act on it.

Name (Print)

Signature Date
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GUIDELINES FOR
OKLAHOMA TRADING PIN CONTEST
1. Each lion may submit only one entry. The Club may submit an entry as a group
effort, or hold a club contest of individuals designs selecting the representative

design.

2. All entries must be received NO LATER than March 1,2012 mail all entries
to Lions of Oklahoma at 4123 NW10th at OKC, Ok 73107-5801

3. The pin must represent Oklahoma Lions and not an individual area or region

4. The design (drawing) will be submitted on an 8 1/2 x 11.

5 The design will be no smaller than 3”x5” or larger than 4”x6”- this will provide
the pin company with an adequate sample to produce the pin. Actual size to be
determined by the designing company and pine coordinator.

6. A short narrative will accompany the design explaining the meaning and color

representation.
7. Only Lions may enter the contest.

8 The initial design will be selected by state pine committee and be submitted to
the incoming governors at the state convention or there training.

9. The winning design will be announced at the State Convention.

10 The design will be given to the appropriate pin committee member and sent for
final art development and production. Upon receipt of the finished pin the Lions
of Oklahoma State Office will have them available.

11. Any questions or clarification of this guidelines may be directed to: PDG Bill
Middleton, 580-233-1771 or lionbill@swbell.net

Lions Quest

Our Lions Quest program has grown to
six more countries, now totaling 69 coun-
tries, and is reaching more than 12 million
children around the world

Lions Quest continues to expand beyond
typical school programs. LCIF is begin-
ning to pilot our new Lions Quest Skills
for Adolescence Out-of-School-Time
(OST) program in six community schools
in the Chicago Public School system, in
partnership with the YMCA of Greater
Chicago, Illinois, USA. This marks the
first step in bringing Lions Quest to com-
munity centers, afterschool programs and
other organizations — the very places
where Lions help youth every day. Lions
Quest is eager to partner with Lions clubs
everywhere to expand this new initiative.
Lions continue to play a key role in
expanding the program worldwide. A
training was recently held for Lions lead-
ers from South Asia. In January, meetings
will be held in Europe and Africa. The
meeting in Africa marks the formal launch
of our US$150,000 project with the U.S.
State Department to expand the program
in five countries.

Meanwhile back here in Oklahoma, East
Central University has stepped up to offer
Continuing Education Units ( CEU) for
any Oklahoma teacher taking the work-
shop training. Like the movie “Field of
Dreams”, If you sponsor a workshop, they
will come.

submitted by PDG Anthony Dowell
Lions Quest Chairman

A GENTLE NUDGE
PDG Larry Bailey

The November issue of the newspaper
gave some of the details of our state con-
vention coming up on April 27-28, 2012
at the Marriott Hotel on NW Expressway
in OKC. The December issue contained
the registration form. | realize that it may
seem like convention is a long way off,
but it will be on us before we know it.
Please make plans to attend. The only
way it is going to be practical for us to
continue having a convention, as we have
in the past, is for it to be well attended by
lions. The November issue also discussed
some of the cost associated with conven-
tion and a plea for individuals, clubs, or
businesses to sponsor or co-sponsor some
of the activities. At this point, there have
been zero responses other than those
mentioned in the issue. Consider this a
gentle nudge to step up and help out. One
item we need to resolve soon is a host
club. A club in the OKC area would be
more convenient, but not necessary if
another club wants to help us out. You
know how it is with gentle nudges
though. If they don’t work, you move to
arm twisting! Plan to attend and help
financially if you can. If you have any
questions as to what we need specifically
or questions in general, please contact me
at 405-257-2431 or ghia3940@shcglob-
al.net.

GUIDELINES FOR

OKLAHOMA LEO TRADING PIN CONTEST
1. Each Club may submit only one entry. The Club may submit an entry as a group
effort, or hold a club contest of individual designs selecting the representative
design
2.All entries must be received NO LATER THAN MARCH 1 2012. Mail or
give all entries to PDG BILL MIDDLETON 2106 CONSTITUTION AVE
ENID, OK 73703
3. The pin must represent Oklahoma Leos and not an individual area or region.
4.The design (drawing) will be submitted on an 8 %2 x 11 sheet of paper or art board.
5.The design will be no smaller than 3” x 5” or larger than 4” x 6”- this will pro-
vide the pin company with an adequate sample to produce the pin. Actual size to be
determined by the designing company and pin coordinator,
6.A short narrative will accompany the design explaining the meaning and color
representation.
7.0nly Leo’s may enter the contest.
8.The initial design will be selected by Leos at the State Lions Convention.
9.Judges (Leo’s) will be selected at random from registered Leos at the State
Convention. Lions from the Oklahoma Pin Trading Club will be selected to assist
and advise the judging.
10. The winning design will be announced at the State Convention.
11.The design will be given to the appropriate pin committee member and sent for
final art development and production. Upon receipt of the finished pin the
Oklahoma Lions Pin Trading Club will forward the pins to the Oklahoma Leo Clubs
on assignment with suggested selling price and method to reimburse the trading
club.
12.Any questions or clarification of this guideline may be directed to PDG Bill
Middleton, 580-233-1771 or lionbill@swbell.net
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This is the
time of year for giving and receiving. | think
the Lord for the young men that live here.
| also thank the Lord for the people that
surround this place with support. My heart
is full because of the lives that are being
changed. This last year we have faced many
battles. The struggle to raise the finances
necessary to provide quality care for the
young men we serve seems overwhelming
at times. Large amounts of determination
is needed to provide healing and loving
redirection to a young man so full of anger
that he can’t see past his failures. All of the
challenges that seem almost unbearable at
times are brought into perspective at
Christmas time. Sometimes, the boys seem
to be the ones who do most of the receiv-
ing. By the number of people at the
Christmas party or by the number of pres-
ents under the tree, that might be hard to
argue. If you were at the Christmas party,
or have taken the time to come by and visit,
or if you have been keeping updated by
reading the newsletters then you know
what a gift it is to be a part of our boy’s
lives. To see trauma turn into triumph, is
the best gift that can be given. We have yet
to reach our goal of $50,000. Together we
can change generations.

by Colleen Fowler

The day of the party was full of excitement
and busy-ness! She had already had her
bath, managed to get hair brushed and had
eaten breakfast. In the background Mabel
could hear her Ranch brothers getting
ready. Dad was helping tie ties and Mom
was taking pictures and lovingly clucking
over her brood like a mother hen. Today
was Mabel’s big day! The last year was too
painful to think about, but it was the
remembering that made her grateful for
this moment. She remembered the dark,
lonely nights roaming alone in the wilder-
ness with her two little one trying to keep
up. Surviving from day to day was a chore.
Then,the last bad day came when she knew
she could not go on, and all seemed lost.
Mabel and her wee ones were gathered up
and taken to a place that wrought fear in
her heart. She had heard rumors and sto-
ries of death and despair, but that was what
was facing her anyway, so what did it mat-
ter? Just some food and a chance to rest
was all she wanted. To her surprise, she

was soon bathed and fed, and loving hands
soothed her weary spirit. She knew the two
little ones needed more than she could
provide, so she was content that they were
ok in this place.

As her name was called she snapped back
to the present and the joy awaiting her.
Once again she was facing a new challenge.
These last few weeks of working and train-
ing and trying to get the hang of living in
such a big house with so many people had
its own ups and down. To get to this place,
she had to surrender her spirit and agree to
be submissive and obedient. After all she
had suffered in the past, the requirements
did not seem like to much to ask. The old
life was not great. The new like had strug-
gles too, Soon, she would have her own
home and a forever family! The time had
come to climb in the big van and ride to
school. All the fuss of what to wear, how to
act, and what to do were lost in a moment
of butterflies in her tummy and an over-
whelming desire to run! Mabel knew that
as long as she could hear David’s voice, she
was okay. He was her hero. Even though
he was young himself, David had rescued
her and taken on the challenge of helping
her prepare for the future. They had spent
many long hours learning and repeating the
necessary lessons. She had felt his frustra-
tion when she was tired or distracted and
could not complete here task. He was
always there with a loving touch and kind
word. She felt a kinship with this young
man that went beyond the fact of living in
the same family at the moment. Theirs was
a connection forged by two souls who have
been lost, abandoned by the world, and left
to face the future alone. David has a heart
as big as Texas and a ready smile that
brightens up the day. Late at night she
could hear him in the quiet of the room,
singing himself to sleep and she knew that
if she made a sound he would gently calm
her with a whisper of peace and love. This
young man worked hard at his new chance
on life, and he was an example of what you
can do if you decide to make the turn-
around. Turing a life around had to come
from deep down inside and it cannot be
forced on you by someone else. Here she
and her young man had both found hope
and a future.

Oh wait... | forgot to tell you that Mabel is
a dog! She was the first student in the
Freedom Dog Program. After arriving at

Boys

the animal shelter, she was chosen because
of her good nature, and gentleness to par-
ticipate in a brand new process. Colleen
Crummy and her team had worked with
the local prison facility with the Parole-a
Pet-program and had seen a great success.
The idea of working this program at the
OLBR was very exciting. After much talk
and planning, a young man (David) was
chosen to be a trainer. His own story was a
lot like Mabel's and that connection was
what made the opportunity seem possible,
Why not put together boys and dogs who
had faced similar issues and teach to love
and care for each other? Let them forge a
relationship based on commitment and
trust. Colleen, as lead trainer, met once a
week with Mabel and David. Through
sickness, stubbornness, and most of all
love, the came to the end of a 10 week pro-
gram successful and proud. The only sad
part was as Mabel was learning to be have
and live with manners and rules, she was
also learning to survive in another family.
OLBR knew from the beginning that she
would leave after her program was com-
plete. At the beginning, this day had
seemed so far away, but the time had
come. After her official graduation, she
would find out where she would live and
the names of her forever family. Her
Ranch family was sad. She could hardly
look at David that morning without him
tearing up.

Mabel stood before the crowd of more
than 200 people and went through her
program. She was nervous and distracted.
The little mortar board graduation has was
bugging her and finally she pulled it off!
The time had come to hear the name of
her family. With her diploma and future
intact, she looked at David as Colleen
handed him the envelope with the much
anticipated information. As she watched
David read the name her heart leaped with
Joy! Was it true? She tried to understand
but David was sobbing all of her Ranch
brothers and Parents were loving and pet-
ting her and some were crying too! She was
officially a member of her Ranch family!!!
She would get to stay on and be the mascot
for the program. She and David locked
eyes, and she sent him all of the love and
thanks she could.

Mabel’s past seemed like such a hard, long
journey, but she knew that each boy in the
Ranch program had a past similar to

Rancl

hers,and they also had the opportunity for
a future. All of the plans are in place to be
successful, and the OLBR was about
changing the world...one boy’s life at a
time. She heard the applause and felt the
excitement down to her toes.! Mabel was
relieved. Her relief was not about wall or
furniture or even treats...the relief was
about relationships and working together
to be successful and happy. She knew she
would have support in the bad times and a
family to share the joy of the good times.
She had heard her Ranch parents say
some words they wanted each boy to
know, Jeremiah 29:11”I have a plan for
you...a plan to prosper you and not to
fail”. The day ended and when the family
made it back to the house, “The Cedars”,
David stopped just inside the door,
removed her leash and said the most beau-
tiful words,” Mabel... you are home”!

OLBR Residents have a Merry
Christmas

The OLBR residents were excited about
he annual Christmas party because they
knew this would be their chance to meet
with the donors who are so vital to this
program, and they would have a chance to
be of service to our guest. They also knew
that have a big possibility to receive some
spending money from their tips. Each res-
ident received between$80-$100 in tips
this year! This gave them an opportunity
to buy gifts for their loved ones, friends,
or even themselves. Through generous,
donations, the residents also received arti-
cles of clothing, quilts, items for their
houses and rooms, gift cards, and certifi-
cates for restaurants. Thank you for your
help in giving these young men a wonder-
ful holiday!

Friend of the Boys ranch $25 per month
or $300 per year
Partner of the Boys ranch $75 per month
or $900 per year
Chamption of the Boys ranch $200 per
month or $2400 year
There are several options for giving. You
can mail your gift directly to the address
below or you can visit to
donate online. All donations are appreci-
ated. Any amount will make an impact
that will reach into generations.
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Cornea Transplants for
Vian Lions Club Member

Each year, the Vian Lions Club partici-
pates in the statewide “Cowboy
Cadillac” ticket sales to raise funds for
the Oklahoma Lions Club Boys Ranch
in Perry and the Oklahoma Lions Club
Eye Bank in Oklahoma City. Lions
Clubs are known throughout the world
for their particular emphasis for service
for the visually impaired and physical
conditions and diseases that affect
vision. This year, the very existence of

the eye bank became personal.

In May 2011, a Vian Lions Club mem-
ber joked with her friends that she
would probably need a change in her
prescription lenses or perhaps cataract
surgery. However, at her appointment,
she received a surprise diagnosis that
couldn’t be solved by a new prescription
— Fuchs’ Corneal Dystrophy. It’s a
genetic disease of the eye that affects
only 1 percent of people. While some
cases can initially be treated with eye
drops, the only effective treatment is
removal of the diseased cornea and
transplant of a healthy cornea. This is
what happens to the eye.

The cells in an inner layer of the cornea
pump water out of the eye. With Fuchs’
Corneal Dystrophy, the cornea fills up
with water and swells as the cells start
dying off. The cornea is the “window”

of the eye, and assimilates the light, so
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the more advanced the Fuchs' dystrophy
is, the blurrier and more indistinct the
vision becomes. As the disease pro-
gresses, there is increased swelling in
the cornea due to the water building up.
Sometimes, the water builds up inside
so much that it must explode out of the
eye in the form of painful cornea blisters
which lead to blindness. The only real
cure for the disease is a cornea trans-
plant.

Vian Lions Club members urged her to
contact Jeanette King, the Director of
the Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank. Ms.
King referred her to Dr. Donald Stone,
an ophthalmologist and surgeon at Dean
McGee Institute in Oklahoma City. Dr.
Stone is the medical advisor and board
member on the Oklahoma Lions Eye
Bank. In August, Dr. Stone performed a
cornea transplant on her right eye, also
removing a cataract. The second simi-
lar surgery on the left eye was per-
formed in October. While the right eye
still has some cloudiness, Dr. Stone
expects it will subside within a year.
She has remarkable clear sight in her left
eye. Her November exam indicated no
rejection for either transplant, and,
equally important, no evidence of resid-
ual Fuchs' disease.

Sharon DiGenerro states that she has
better vision now without glasses that
she could see with glasses before her
surgeries. The initial diagnosis was
frightening but the professional staffs at
Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank and Dean
McGee provided her with the confi-
dence to pursue the necessary surgeries.
Vian Lions Club members willingly
provided her with encouragement, sup-
port, meals and transportation. Lion
Sharon is an active member of the club
and looks forward to continuing

g

4
her service with Lions and becoming a
source of information to others who
may be suffering the same condition.

Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank is current-
ly fundraising for an improved med-
ical facility to expand its services.
More information about Oklahoma
Lions and the Oklahoma Lions
Service Foundation can be found at
the state's website: www.oklahoma-
lions.org

January is Glaucoma
Awarness Month

Four Key Facts About
Glaucoma

1. Glaucoma is a leading cause of blind-
ness . Glaucoma can cause blindness if
it is left untreated. And unfortunately
approximately 10% of people with glau-
coma who receive proper treatment still
experience loss of vision.
2. There is no cure (yet) for glaucoma
Glaucoma is not curable, and vision lost
cannot be regained. With medication
and/or surgery, it is possible to halt fur-
ther loss of vision. Since open-angle
glaucoma is a chronic condition, it must
be monitored for life. Diagnosis is the
first step to preserving your vision.
3. Everyone is at risk for glaucoma, peo-
ple are at a higher risk for glaucoma but
babies can be born with glaucoma
(approximately 1 out of every 10,000
babies born in the United States). Young
adults can get glaucoma, too. African
Americans in particular are susceptible
at a younger age.
4. There may be no symptoms to warn
you. With open-angle glaucoma, the
most common form, there are virtually
no symptoms. Usually, no pain is asso-
ciated with increased eye pressure.
Vision loss begins with peripheral or
side vision. You may compensate for
this unconsciously by turning your head
to the side, and may not notice anything
until significant vision is lost. The best
way to protect your sight from glauco-
ma is to get tested. If you have glauco-
ma, treatment can begin immediately

Some Statistics About Glaucoma

¢ Bank

1. It is estimated that over 2.2 million

Americans have glaucoma but only
half of those know they have it.

2. Approximately 120,000 are blind
from glaucoma, accounting for 9% to
12% of all cases of blindness in the
u.s.

3 About 2% of the population ages
40-50 and 8% over 70 have high eye
pressure.

4. Glaucoma is the second leading
cause of blindness in the world,
according to the World Health
Organization.

5. Glaucoma is the leading cause of
blindness among African Americans.
6. Glaucoma is 5 times more common
in  African  Americans  than
Caucasians.

7. African Americans ages 45-65 are

14 to 17 times more likely to go blind
from glaucoma than Caucasians with
glaucoma in the same age group.

8. The most common form, open-
angle glaucoma, accounts for 19% of
all  blindness among  African
Americans compared to 6% in
Caucasians.

9. Other high-risk groups include:
people over 60, family members of
those already diagnosed, diabetics,
and people who are severely near-
sighted.

10. Estimates put the total number of
suspected cases of glaucoma at over
60 million worldwide.

For informaiton visit glaucoma .org

Special Announcement

Jeanette King, Executive Director of
the Oklahoma Lions Eye Bank,
announced: the Lions of Oklahoma
have donated $102,000.00 to the
Building Fund.
With that the OKC Downtown Lions
will now donate $100,000.00 in a
matching grant.
Lion Leamon Freeman stated that he
was a little nervous if we would make
it. He stated that he last four months
of raising money from the clubs was a
lot of fun, but, a little nerve wracking.
Leamon said they will now start
working on raising the remaining
$400,000.00 from Corporate Entities
and Grants.
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Merry Christmas

by Governor Gary Taylor

It’s hard to believe that half of my
Governor’s year is already gone. | guess
that saying goes: “that when you are
having fun time flies”.

Normally this time of the Governor’s
year the preparations for the convention
are underway and all the loose ends are
being tied up.

I am certainly glad that mine is behind
me and now | can concentrate on the
duties of a Governor and finish my offi-
cial visits.

Had a wonderful convention with 90 in
attendance. Nice to see all of my fellow
Governor’s in attendance. Had a won-
derful time friday night starting with a
light snack at the Castle of Muskogee
and then on the Country music building
for a superb meal and great entertain-
ment from a country band and some nice
dance moves from PCC Linda Hughes.
Waiting on the paperwork from the
International so we can charter another
Leo club in the district. Will have the
charter night sometime in January for
the Leo’s of Barnsdall.

Had a great time at the Oklahoma Boys
Ranch Christmas party.

Went to the Glenpool Lions club
Christmas party and had a nice time with
presents and great food.

Had the privilege of sponsoring my
daughter Cathy Kieffer as a new mem-
ber of the Sapulpa Lions club.

Not to many reports form the clubs this
time of year because the clubs are nor-
mally not meeting for the Christmas and
New Years holidays.

Club Reports

Bartlesville Downtown - Donated $750
to the Concern Organization. Attended
the last zone meeting in Pawnee. Vicki
Hampton was named the club “Lion of
the Year”.

Coweta - made 41 fruit baskets for the
elderly at the Carriage Crossing
Retirement Center.

Drumright - Held a toy run and col-
lected more than 115 toys to be given to
needy children in Drumright.

Fairland - Donated $500 to the Fairland
Childrens back pack program. Donated

District 3-O

Gov Gary Taylor
PO Box1615
Mannford, OK

74044

(H) 918-865-5158

(C) 918-230-6272

gjtaylor@cimtel.net

collecting eyeglasses, ink
cartridges, aluminum cans.
Donated $500 scholarship to
| an OSU student who will
receive his D.O. next spring.
Eleven members attended
the Mid-Winter Convention
in Musk-

ogee.

$100 toward purchase of flags along
Highway 60.

Porter - Bought candy to give to the
children after the Christmas Parade. Still
working on next years Peach Festival.

Sapulpa - Donated 250 pairs of glasses.
Held their annual bean day profited
around $1400. The club held its
Christmas party.

Tulsa Downtown - Each year the first
week of December, the Downtown Tulsa
Lions Club (TDLC) members play Santa
and his elves and hold Christmas Parties
for the young handicapped children in
the Tulsa Public School(TPS) system.
On November 18th the TDLC members
and TPS teachers met at Gordman’s on
71st Street before the store opened to the
public to purchase Christmas gifts for
the children. This year the TDLC will
spend over $5,600 on presents for 280
children to be presented by TDLCs
Santa at 35 parties at 19 different
schools. Gordman’s gave the TDLC
deep discounts on the gifts and treat the
Lions and teachers to coffee and dough-
nuts while they shop. The teachers are
able to select and purchase age and abil-
ity appropriate gifts for the children. The
teachers then take the gifts home and
then to the classrooms for the parties.
Santa and his elves pass out the gifts to
the children. Many of the parents of the
children are able to attend the parties.
The teachers also bring treats and
refreshments to the parties. Often the gifts
given by the TDLC are the only gifts the
children will receive for Christmas
because the child’s handicap has drained
the child's family of any extra disposable
income. The teachers are aware of these
unfortunate circumstances and in that case
we give the child one gift at the party and
the rest are sent home with the parents to
give the child on Christmas day. If you
want a truly uplifting experience you
should try to attend one of these parties.

Tulsa Metro-McCullough - Continually

Muskogee County - On
Saturday December 10th,13 members con-
ducted a food drive along with the
Salvation Army. Members rang bells for
the Salvation Army in eight stores in
Muskogee for a total of 65 volunteer
hours. The community wide food drive
collected over 4000 pounds of food and
$208. in cash donations.

Club Excellence Program

The Club Excellence Program is a
workshop program dedicated to club
improvement. If your club is interested
in strengthening your club and increas-
ing membership this program is for
you. For more information please con-
tact:

Carl Schonborg

918-333-0094

Middle - Gary and Sherrell Taylor at 3-O

Convention pictured with Mrs. Terrill.
(mother of James Terrill , president of
Porter LC)

Bottom 3-O MidWinter Convention.
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See you at Lake Murray
by Governor Cloy&hompson

2012 3K & 3L Combined Midwinter

Convention on January 27-28 in Lake
Murray Resort. Our international gues
will be ID Robert Smith and wife Lion
Vickie from California. First 50 room
reservations receive a welcome gift in
their room (one gift per room). Door prize
will be set of tires (4) made at the
Ardmore Michelin Plant (must be presen

District 3-K

Governor Cloye
Thompson

907 OsagetS
Ardmore, OK73401
(H) 580-223-8562
(C) 580-490-9798
cloye@cableone.ne

(A)Muldr ow-held  their
annual Christmas Parade
handed out hundreds o
bags of candycame out on
a very cold Dec evening to
host a visit from DG Cloye
and 1st VDG Billy (B)
Checotah- Congraulations!
Celebrated 90th annivesary
collected 87 pairs of usec
eyeglassefC) Wanette

to win). Come join us for a Friday night
Beach Blanket Bingo evening.
Registration form and maps are availabl
on our district websitevww.ok3klions.
com
Thank you to our (7 )Peace Poster
Participants: Alecea (Ada); Terran
(Atoka); Kaela (Lindsay); Haley (Pocola);
Eric (Wewoka); Cortney (Wwoka); and
District 3K winnerAmanda (Ada).
Welcoming our16 New Members!
Dana Horton (Durantputum Karr
(Durant); Joni Russell (Goiebbers
Falls); David Keith (McAlester); Crystie
Wesley (McAlester); Jason Selman
(PaulsValley); Julie Selman (Pauls
Valley); Jefrey Griffin (Seminole);
BobbyWalker (Seminole); Donovan
Stowe (Tishomingo); Misty ®we
(Tishomingo); Shane Jordan énhette);
Sheryl Jordan (\&hette); Derek
Weatherford (Velnette);Ted Williams
(Wanette); Jay Badry (gwoka)
In Loving Memory

Lion Wallace Reneau,

Lindsay

Happy Anniversary

Durant 1/02/1920 (92 years)

Heavener1/30/1923 (89
years)Poteau Eveningl1/17/1961 (51
years)Stigler 1/19/1940 (72 years)jan
1/18/1979 (33 years)

Club Memories

Pocola sold Cowboy Cadillac tickets, p
Lions Linens, each year has a Peace Pos;

participant, active in school scholarshig
awards, made donations this year t
OLBR, OLEB, Briggs Memorial Scho-
larship, White Cane, OLSH.eader Dog,
World Services for the Blind, Hearing
Dogs, LCIF and manymany others.
Seminolehonored 8idents of the Month
QuaryThomas and Mariah Dudgeon.
Talihina purchased 3 pair of eyeglasseg
for a total of eight pair this calendar year
donated 67 new eyeglass frames, courte:
of Dr. Fenton; sold $2,203 worth of
Cowboy Cadillac tickets or about 220

books.
WewokaDonated $250 to OLEB building

m

fund, $100 to OLBR Christmas party
$500 local community Christmas Dinper
made approximately $550 on fruit sales.
Wilbur ton working the OK Southeast
Livestock Show in Januahell ringers for
Salvation Army, sold Cowboy Cadillac
tickets, Club and individual Lions donated
$600 to Easternt8te College basketball
team to help install lights.

Don't cry because it is over
Smile because it happened.
Happy New Year !!

Welcome 4 new members.
Wow! Just completed their annukdrkey
Shoot, invited DG Cloye andDG Billy
to attend their annual Christmas meetin
(D)Vian OLEB became very special an
personal this year when member Shart
received 2 very successful cornea tran
plants. Held their annual Christma
parade, handed out fruit and candy at tl
paradgE) Lindsay has a peace poste
participant every yeacollected eyeglass
es, cartridges, hearing aids and ce
phones,sold Cowboy Cadillac tickets, sol
Lions Linens, support the local food bank
every Christmas donate toys and cloth
to the Joy ®re, when the Lindsa§ARP
disbanded the Lindsay LC accepted tt
service project to raise funds to provid
free senior ride§) McAlester hosted 2
Good Citizens from McAlester High,
donated $100 to the Salvatidmmy, $100
to the Boy Scouts, $100 to the Girl Scout
$175 to the Marine Corps League, $250
the OLBR, sold $500 in Cowboy Cadilla
tickets, purchased 12 pairs of eyeglass
collected 10 pairs of used eyeglasses,
cell phone, & earned approx $2200 :
annual Halloween Carnivg|G) Marietta
Christmas Parade Float entH) Poteau
Evening entry in the Dec 9th annual
Poteau Christmas Parade.

Ardmor e working the annual Festival of
Lights, sold Cowboy Cadillac tickets, par
ticipated in Toys for Tots Christmas
Parade.

Broken Bow welcomed guest speaker
Anna Bivings withAir Evac/Eagle Med.
Gore Webbers-Falls welcome newest
member Mrs. Joni Russell, an Optome]
trist and recently opened an Eye Clinic i
Gore.The club is grateful for her service
to help the club in serving our communi

ties with examinations and glasses. Clu
purchased 2 eye examinations and glasse

donated $1,000 to OLEB building fund
donated $250 to OLBR, $500 donation t
assist local family with medical expenses
$200 donation to assist a local young ma
to attend Football Camp at Kansa
University.

Hugo donated $300 to OLBR, at Christ-
mas party members brought packages
new socks for OLBR, sold Cowboy
Cadillac tickets, collected eyeglses.
Pocola sold Cowboy Cadillac tickets




